Contemporary Conundrums

Issues for consideration

Kinyan on Shabbat

Trading on Shabbat

Benefit accrued on Shabbat
Marat Ayin

Zilzul Shabbat

Lifney Iver
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4 JOHICS, L, ‘Internet commerce on Shabbat’

In conversations with a representative of Amazon.com, this writer also received information which does not support the
contention that when a buyer "buys" something on the internet, the vendor is immediately paid. Such a scenario would
certainly be problematic on Shabbat, for a variety of reasons. However, Amazon.com informed me that although a buyer's
credit card number is noted and an immediate (automatic electronic) check is made for the validity of that account and the
sufficiency of its funds, there are many businesses (including in some cases Amazon) which do not process the charge and
receive payment until they have determined that they actually have the merchandise on hand and are able to send it out.
Since there is an option of delaying receipt of the buyer's funds until the goods are shipped, this particular issue could readily
be avoided on Shabbat; the seller would merely have to design the web page so that no money would actually be transferred
until after Shabbat, i.e., there could be a notice on the "shopping cart" that the order will not be processed till after Shabbat.
(In light of the new information gleaned by Rabbi Heinemann about credit card transfers, it is possible that even this
precaution might be unnecessary.) Amazon.com also informed this writer that at times they sell merchandise on
consignment (called "market place sellers") and in that case, as soon as the item is sold, they automatically transfer it to the
account of the seller who gave them the item on consignment. This might be a problem, for R. Akiva Eiger forbids acquiring
an item (kinyan) on Shabbat even if no funds are transferred.
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In an internal memo circulating within the Orthodox Union, Rav Belsky also addressed the question of placing a bid on an
internet sale (such as eBay) which may end on Shabbat. He bid beforehand and, in the event his bid wins, he will then have
to arrange with the seller for purchase and delivery; since this can be done after Shabbat, there is no problem. However,
there are also ‘proxy’ bids, whereby the buyer makes a maximum bid and eBay’s computers automatically bid for him, up to
the maximum. If that bid wins, it automatically becomes his on Shabbat, and that would not be permitted. Rabbi Belsky’s
ruling is based in the aforementioned responsum of R. Akiva Eiger....
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