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Statement by Professor Shalom Carmy

The Rav flatly opposed, on halakhic grounds, recitation of a brakha on the Hallel of Yom haAtzmaut. His written teshuva
(unpublished) to the RCA permits Hallel without a brakha during the day, with the warning that rabbis should not impose the
Hallel in the absence of popular support. He had objections to recitation of Hallel on the night of Yom haAtzmaut.

These were minor, compared to the problem of brakha I'battala. Hence he advised rabbis not to fight the evening Hallel if the
congregation really wanted it, but to resist the recitation of the brakha in any event.

Rabbi Ahron Solovetchik, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind

Before turning to the halachic questions raised by Yom Haatzma'ut, we must ask whether 5 Iyar, the day on which the
independence of Israel was declared, is of more significance than any other day in the course of our survival in the War of
Independence. I think it is...

There is no doubt that Hallel cannot be recited with a blessing today.

The recitation of Hallel is obligatory only when the redemption affects the Jewish nation in its entirety, and this will be
realized only in Yemos Hamoshiach.
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Satmar Rav, selected quotations

The danger for the Jewish People is because those who are irreligious and who are heretics are the leaders of the Jewish
People. Therefore because of them the nations of the world are misled into hating Jews, so one of the greatest things to do
would be to selflessly proclaim to the nations that the Zionists are not the representatives of the Jewish People, and that
religious Jews have no connection with them. We should have had self-sacrifice to do this, but because of our many sins,
people are frightened of public opinion, and if anyone should say these things about the Zionists, there will be religious
leaders who will fight against them with all sorts of excuses.

People to engage in war with other nations and thereby placing the Jewish People in danger, which is a violation of the
Torah. Anyone who violates the Torah and coerces the Jewish People to engage in war and cheapens the blood of thousands
upon thousands of Jews by endangering their lives in a forbidden manner and in opposition to the Torah is considered a
murderer and sheds innocent blood. Such people are held liable for the blood they cause to be shed. I heard that there were
announcements during the war that stated that it was a necessary and positive war according to the Torah!

However, it is clear as day to anyone who can perceive truth that the source of all suffering, including the dangers of war, is
the outcome of the existence of that Zionist state, that is of no value or benefit either to G-d or to the Jewish People. On the
contrary, that State is the cause of all suffering and destruction, uprooting of religion and the Torah. The Zionist government
is the one who ignited the anger of the Arabs by provoking them in various ways, and were it not for the stubbornness of
these wicked rulers there would not be the danger of war. Even now, if they were to give up their State and government,
they would doubtless remove the anger of G-d from the Jewish People, and these dangers and deaths would not befall the
Jewish People.

Every single moment that they hold on to their State and government they are reviling G-d in their violation of the Three
Oaths through their provocation and rebellion against the Nations, which is prohibited by the Torah, and which brings about
the severe punishment for violating the Oaths, as it is written in the Talmud in the tractate Ketuboth, p. 111: ... All the more
by virtue of this wicked heretical regime that is bringing down the immeasurable anger of G-d against the Jewish People.

Even according to the natural order, were they to yield their government and Zionist State, there is no doubt that the United
Nations could make arrangements to prevent war and bloodshed. How could anyone think that our holy Torah approves of
shedding the blood of Jews because of this impure State? There is no doubt whatsoever that it is absolutely forbidden to
shed the blood of a single Jewish soul to maintain the entire Zionist State.
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However, most people err, and carry the vain belief and wanting to retain the State that is destroying the nature of the
Jewish People. Thus, most Jews have fallen into heresy thereby. The view of our Torah has never changed, however, and
rejects their State and government. Anyone who as much as believes that the State is necessary is accepting idolatry without
a doubt, and such person considers Jewish blood to be valueless. This is totally in opposition to the teachings of our Torah
that seeks to preserve life.

R. Yosef Eliyahu Henkin

I was shocked to read in Chomoteinu of Cheshvan 5719 the slanderous notion that we are required to give our lives (limsor
nefesh) to frustrate and resist the efforts of the State of Israel in its struggle against those who would rise up against them.
This was stated as a p'sak din based on what we learn that Israel is restricted from rebelling against the nations (Ketubot
111a)...

Now all the rabbis who were opposed to Zionism and the establishment of a state took up that position until the time that it
was officially founded. Once the state was declared, anyone who plays into the hands of the nations of the world even where
there is no imminent danger, is clearly a moseir and rodeif. All the more when there is danger to destruction of life in so
doing... Surely, those who recently emigrated must be very weary of the state's efforts to strip them of their Torah way of
life, but to proclaim that anyone who aids the state is a rodeif, well such talk is the severest form of redifa.
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R’ Zvi Yehuda, Tradition 18:1 (Summer 1979)

Based on my intimate closeness to Hazon Ish at the time, I am in the position to deny categorically such a libelous and
disastrous rumor [that he predicted the destruction of the state of Israel in the near future]. Hazon Ish was the paradigm of
a halakhist; he never assumed the role of prophet or soothsayer... Nor was the great sage Hazon Ish (and claims to the
contrary by partisan ideologians notwithstanding) imbued with any negative or hostile attitude to the State of Israel. He
genuinely loved Jews and welcomed indeed anything that may save their lives or improve their lot. The current "oral
tradition" circulated within some yeshiva (or "kollel") coteries, that Hazon Ish was against the State, and even proclaimed its
doom and decreed its fall within a prescribed span of time, is no more than a vicious lie--perpetrated by the zealots through
a deliberate distortion, and received by the naive on the basis of an unfortunate misunderstanding...

Thus we examine the meaning of the State of Israel by halakhic categories: Is it really, from the point of view of our limited
human judgment, the beginning of redemption? Is it certainly and clearly a positive, constructive redemptive act?

Time will tell.' This is the gist of Hazon Ish's response, that by malice or stupidity (or both) is now distorted and repeated as
if it were a terrible pronouncement of doom.
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Hallel on Yom ha-Atzma'ut
Summary of Rationales (courtesy of Hirhurim)

e Against reciting Hallel
o) Ideological Objections
= The establishment of the State of Israel is viewed negatively; there is no value, religious or
otherwise in a State without the Messiah.
= There is no significant religious value in a State that is not run according to Jewish Law.
= While significant in may ways, the State of Israel is not inherently religiously or
estachatologically important.
o  Technical Objections
= The war has not ended; people are still suffering and dying.
= Even if the establishment of the State is considered the start of the redemptive process,
Hallel should be reserved for the ultimate redemption.
= |tis inappropriate to add any festivals to the calendar to mark events in Jewish history (one
may [perhaps should] intend that the Hallel on 1 lyyar incorporate the miracles surrounding
the establishment of the State).
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e In favor of reciting Hallel:
o Half
= The introduction of Hallel into the services should follow the model of Rosh Hodesh.
= While it is appropriate to say Hallel, the Talmud (Shabbat 118b) warns against reciting
Hallel “each day.” This warning only applies to the complete Hallel.
0 Full Hallel with a blessing:
= The day is established as a real holiday.
A blessing is appropriate for the initiation of the redemptive process.
The miraculous nature of the founding of the State demands a blessing.
The miracles occurred for all of kelal Yisrael, halakhically defined.
Should depend on the community's practice with regard to reciting half Hallel on Rosh
Hodesh.
o Full Hallel without a blessing:
= Intheory it would be appropriate, but practically unwise and should not be done
= The Chief Rabbinate ruled to recite Hallel without a blessing.
= Out of respect for the “Hareidi” rabbis who opposed saying anything at all (as a
compromise).
= Not to promulgate unnecessary dispute.
= Inherently inappropriate to recite a blessing:
= Safek berakhah le-battalah.
= The miracles did not occur to all of kelal Yisrael.
= The joy of the establishment of the State was mixed with tragedy.
= The lack of Jewish character of the current State and lack of Jewish awareness by a
majority of its inhabitants militate against a complete expression of joy.
= A congregation should not recite a blessing, but individuals who choose, may do so.
= The enemies of the State continue in their belligerency; the wars have not effectively
ended.

Table of positions (courtesy of Hirhurim)

Name No Full Half Blessing When
R. Yoel Teitelbaum[1] X

R. Zvi Pesah Frank[2] X

R. Yosef Shelomoh Kahaneman X

R. Eliezer Waldenburg[3] X

R. Shelomoh Goren X Yes

R. Meshullam Roth[4] X Yes

R. Shelomoh Yosef Zevin X Yes

R. Yehudah Gershuni X Yes

R. Hayyim David ha-Levi X Yes

R. Natan Zvi Friedman[5] X Yes

R. David Hayyim Sheloush[6] X Depends ...

R. David ha-Kohen[7] X No

R. Isser Yehudah Unterman[8] X No, unless that s

your custom
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No, unless that is

R. Yitzhak Nissim[9] X
your custom
R. Yosef Dov Soloveitchik[10] X No
R. Aharon Lichtenstein X No
R. Ovadiah Hedayah[11] X No After services
R. Ovadiah Yosef[12] X No After services
R. David Lifshitz[13] X No
R. Ahron Soloveitchik[14] X No
R. Avraham Shapira[15] X No, unless that is
your custom
R. Shalom Yitzhak ha-Levi X No
R. Ben Ziyyon Hai Uziel[16] X No
R. Y. Berman[17] X No
R. Elazar Man Shach[18] X No
R. Shaul Yisraeli[19] X No
R. Ushpizai[20] X No
R. Shalom Mesas[21] X No
R. Y. Harlop[22] X No Night
R. Mordekhai Eliyahu[23] X No Before kaddish titkabal
R. Menashe Klein
R. Shemu'el Wozner
R. Yosef Shalom Elyashiv U”"%‘k?'e o d_etermine the_ir
positions — it seems logical
R. Shelomoh Zalman Auerbach to assume that they oppose the
recitation of Hallel.
R. Yitzchak Hutner
R. Moshe Feinstein
R. Hershel Schachter X No Preferably after services
R. Moshe Zvi Neriyah[24] X No
R. Yitzhak Weisz[25] X
R. Ya'akov Kaminetsky[26] X
R. Menachem Mendel %
Schneerson[27]
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