Contemporary Conundrums

1 List from OU website of OU supervised bacon bits

Flavor Fresh Imitation Bacon Bits OU Diamond Crystal Brands

Consumer Restaurant's Pride Bacon Bits Imitation OU F.A.B., Inc.

Frosty Acres Bacon Bits Imitation OU F.A.B., Inc.

Fairbury Foods Bacon Bits Imitation OU Feaster Foods Div. of Westin, Inc.
Mario Bacon Bits Imitation OU Feaster Foods Div. of Westin, Inc.

Pride Bacon Bits Imitation OU Food Services of America

Gel Bacon Bits Imitation OU Gel Spice Company, Inc.

Katy's Kitchen Bacon Bits Imitation OU Independent Marketing Alliance
Pocahontas Bacon Bits Imitation OU Progressive Group Alliance (Pocahontas)
All Kitchens Imitation Bacon Bits OU Progressive Group Alliance (Pocahontas)
Consumer All Kitchens Bacon Bits Imitation OU Progressive Group Alliance (Pocahontas)
Comsource-247 Bacon Bits Imitation OU UniPro Foodservice, Inc.

Nugget Bacon Bits Imitation OU UniPro Foodservice, Inc.

Nifda-247 Bacon Bits Imitation OU UniPro Foodservice, Inc.

Unipro Royal Bacon Bits Imitation OU UniPro Foodservice, Inc.

Code-247 Bacon Bits Imitation OU UniPro Foodservice, Inc.

Chef Pak Bacon Bits Imitation OU UniPro Foodservice, Inc.

Great Value Bacon Bits Imitation OU Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
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13 To be a Jew, Rabbi Hayim Halevy Donin

Vegetable products or condiments processed in such a way to provide an artificial flavour or appearance similar to a
prohibited food have been known to appear on the market. Though these foods are kosher, the use of such terms as ‘kosher
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bacon’ or ‘kosher shrimp’ is objectionable to this writer. The terms are contradictory since nothing can be done to make true
bacon or shrimp kosher. Its use is deceptive and misleading and should be avoided.

14 Rabbi M. Feinstein, quoted by Rabbi Lopiansky in conversation with Rabbi Ari Zivotofsky, JOHACS L

People ask me, regarding the new foods, whether they are kosher or not. I answer them that the foods and kosher but the
hechsher is not (why does a Jew need all of these foods?)

15 Rabbi Matisyahu Salomon, Jewish Observer, Tevet 5764

Think of this. Every single new food that is developed for the market immediately sparks a competition for who gets to give
the hechsher and who gets to package and distribute it for the kosher market. Has it ever occurred to anyone that there is
no mitzvah to experience every possible taste and texture? That on the contrary, there is a mitzvah of kedoshim tihyu, of
keeping our pleasurable indulgences under control?

A dayan in England asked me about a certain new food made from ingredients that simulate exactly the taste of pork; that's
how it's advertised in the mainstream press. Someone in the community had approached this dayan and asked him to give
the hechsher on this product for the kosher market. He wanted to know if he should do it.

I don't understand. Should a Jewish person go out and buy a product whose advertising point is that it tastes exactly like
pork? Is this the point that we've reached? Should we be so intent to share the experiences and pleasures of the Gentiles?
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