Contemporary Conundrums

Wikipedia, Rennet

Rennet is a substance used to coagulate milk, causing it to separate into solids (curds) and liquid (whey).... The chief use of
rennet is in the making of cheese and junket.

The most common source of rennet is the abomasum (fourth stomach) of slaughtered, milk-fed new-born cow calves or
other young ruminants such as camels or goats. Traditionally rennet was prepared by washing and salting the stomachs of
animals shortly after slaughter. The rennet was then hung up and dried until needed.

Many plants have coagulating properties. Some examples include fig tree bark, nettles, thistles, and mallow. Commercial

vegetable rennets usually contain rennet from the mold Mucor miehei. Rennet from thistle or cynara is used in traditional
cheese production throughout the Mediterranean.
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