Contemporary Conundrums

1 KASHRUS ON THE ROCKS: Rabbi Tzvi Rosen, Editor, Kashrus Kurrents

After distillation, the whiskey's unique flavour and colour is developed through aging. Whiskey must be aged a minimum of two to four
years in wood barrels. The different tastes of these spirits depends on a number of factors: the raw ingredients, the amount of alcohol
present, and the type of wood used for aging. Different types of wood casks are used in the aging process. Bourbon, by definition, must be
aged in oak barrels. Scotch can use a variety of wooden barrels. Some casks used for aging scotch were originally used for wine and
sherry. Sherry casks are wood barrels that were originally used for the storing or aging of sherry wine. Similarly, port casks used in some
Scotch selections were barrels originally used to store or age port wines. The barrelling of whiskeys has Halachic ramifications. In general,
can we assume any Scotch to be sherry cask-free? According to Michael Jackson, a world renowned author and an expert in the wine and
spirit industry, "Most distilleries have over the decades acquired a 'mishmosh' of casks from different sources. The distillery manager or
group blender orchestrates what is available to try and achieve consistent bottlings. It is therefore difficult even in a single malt to be sure
that not a drop came from a sherry cask. The best bet among malts would be Glenmorangie (10 years old), which is aged entirely in
Bourbon casks. So is the rarer, stronger Balvanie Single Barrel. In my view, no blended scotch could be guaranteed innocent of sherry."
Macallan Scotch, in fact, boasts that their scotch is exclusively aged in sherry casks. From a Halachic standpoint, even if the scotch is aged
in sherry casks, the scotch is more than six times the volume of the wood, and it is Kosher. If people would like to avoid any sherry wine
flavour, and it is not clear whether the scotch was stored in sherry wine casks, they can be.
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10 Contemporary Halachic Problems, vol 5, J. David Bleich, pg 242

There is an association that styles itself the "Glatt Cigar Society." The members of that group meet periodically to enjoy succulent steak,
expensive cigars and fine scotch whiskey. Upon reading a news report indicating that I was not prepared to grant an unqualified
endorsement to all scotch whiskey, a gentleman associated with that group was kind enough to forward to me copies of relevant material
in the rabbinic literature that he thought might have escaped my attention. Apart from the cognitive dissonance that arises from
association of the term "glatt" with institutionalized hedonism, it may be cogently argued that, in light of health hazards posed by smoking,
the term "glatt cigar" is an oxymoron. In any event, if scotch aged in sherry casks is indeed served at gatherings of the Glatt Cigar Society,
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the name by which that group is known is anomalous. The members would be well advised either to switch brands or to change the name
of the society.
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