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Burying a gentile in a Jewish cemetery
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Burial of Non-Jews in a Jewish Cemetery - Resolutions of the Liberal Rabbinic Conference/July 2005

1. The policy of Liberal Judaism regarding the burial of non-Jews is founded on the Talmudic statement that “We...bury
the dead of the gentiles with the dead of Israel, for the sake of the ways of peace.” (Gittin 61a)

2. Liberal Judaism views as correct, both for ethical and practical reasons, the principle that those who were united in
life by family bonds should not be forcibly separated in death.

3. The Rabbinic Conference therefore recommends the creation of cemeteries where Jews may be buried with their
non-Jewish spouses or partners, regardless of gender, and, where appropriate, their children.

4. The Rabbinic Conference does not view as desirable the creation of separate sections within Jewish cemeteries for
the burial of Jews with non-Jewish family members.

5. Where a marriage or civil partnership exists this should be seen as entailing a natural right for couples to be buried
together. Where no such legal bond exists, burial of non-Jewish partners should be at the discretion of the rabbi.

6. The burial of children of mixed marriages, who have not been brought up as Jews, should be viewed sympathetically,
and remain subject to rabbinic discretion.

7. No rituals, readings or symbols which are not compatible with Liberal Judaism should be performed or displayed in a
Jewish cemetery. If a funeral service of another religion is desired, it may be conducted elsewhere.

8. Within the cemetery burials should be conducted or overseen by a rabbi, and non-Jewish ministers may participate
by the reading of Psalms or other acceptable passages or by delivering a eulogy.

9. Liberal Judaism favours the use of in-depth burial for both Jewish and intermarried couples, in accordance with
Article J9 of the Madrich.

10. A version of the discussion paper ‘Burial of Non-Jews in a Jewish Cemetery’ (February 2005) should be made
available as background to these resolutions; and appropriate publicity should be given to the policy of Liberal
Judaism concerning the burial of non-Jews.

Revised final draft, submitted by Rabbi Mark L. Solomon and adopted by the Rabbinic
Conference meeting of July 2005
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