Contemporary Conundrums
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14 Journal of Halachah in Contemporary Society, XVI, Rabbi Hershel Schachter; ‘Land for Peace — A Halachic
Perspective’

This conclusion served as the basis of a psak of Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky in response to a halachic enquiry that was made
during the 1970 Arab hijacking of two airplanes from Lod to Jordan. At the time, the terrorists threatened to Kkill all
passengers on board. When it became known that Rav Hutner, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Chaim Berlin, was one of those
being held, there was talk among his students of offering his captors a large ransom in exchange for his release.... Rav
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Yaakov Kaminetsky dissented, however, arguing that the mitzvah of pidyon shevuyim only applies in peacetimes, but surely
not during hostilities, when the delivery of ransom money to the enemy would strengthen their position! He continued to
explain that although a cease-fire existed at the time, the 1948 War of Independence had never really ended, for the Arabs’
avowed goal to destroy the state of Israel and drive the Jews into the sea had never been renounced. In his view, although
Israel was not then engaged in active battle, in the eyes of the halachah, it was considered to be experiencing a mere lull in
the ongoing original 1948 War of Independence.... Since Israel’s enemies (with the exclusion of Egypt) have thus far refused
to sign peace treaties with her, and since their avowed aim continues to be the destruction of the State, Israel must be
considered to be in a state of war.
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